
jim
b

u
r

n
s

u
n

c
o

m
m

o
n

g
a

m
e

s
&

ic
e

b
r

e
a

k
e

r
s

•More than 135 ways to bring
the fun and build relationships

•Includes CD-ROM with
reproducible instructions for
every activity

•Tips on props and costumes
and suggestions for adapting
games to your group

•Every activity shows prep
time, cleanup level, group size
and gross factor

•Icons make it easy to select
the ideal game for any event

•All activities are indexed by
description and prep time for
easy reference

•Edited by Jim Burns, one of
today’s leading authorities
on youth

As every good youth leader knows, games aren’t just a fun way
to fill the time—they are also a way to bring teens together to
share laughter and life. The right activity builds a stronger group
with deep and lasting friendships, and in Uncommon Games and
Icebreakers, veteran youth minister Jim Burns brings together
more than 135 activities that will help you connect your students . . .
and bring the fun!

These activities have been field-tested in youth groups across the
country and are proven to bridge the gaps between teens, helping
them to get to know one another through good, clean (sometimes
messy) fun. Each activity has clear instructions as well as estimates
from the pros on prep time, cleanup level and “gross” factor.
Bring the fun to youth meetings, Sunday School classes, retreats,
staff meetings, parent nights, camps, lock-ins and outreach programs,
and watch relationships thrive.

RELIGION/Christian Ministry/Youth

JIM BURNS, Ph.D., president of HomeWord, is the
host of HomeWord with Jim Burns, which features
daily and weekly radio programs. Since 1985,
HomeWord has been assisting parents and churches
worldwide through radio, resources, seminars and

the Web at www.homeword.com. Jim is the author of many
resources, including Confident Parenting book and kit,
Creating an Intimate Marriage book and kit (also available 
in audio CD), Addicted to God, One Life and Uncommon 
Youth Ministry. He writes monthly columns for
Ignite Your Faith magazine and Simply Youth 
Ministry newsletter and website. He and his
wife, Cathy, and their three daughters live in 
Southern California.

Hit the ground running with a complete 

package of proven and effective materials for 

Junior High and High School ministries!

general editor

UncommonGames&Icebreakers-SC  6/2/08  2:17 PM  Page 1



Published by Gospel Light 

Ventura, California, U.S.A. 

www.gospellight.com

Printed in the U.S.A.

All Scripture quotations are taken from the Holy Bible, New International Version®. 

Copyright © 1973, 1978, 1984 by International Bible Society. Used by permission 

of Zondervan Publishing House. All rights reserved.

© 1997 Jim Burns

All rights reserved.

Library of Congress Cataloging-in-Publication Data

Uncommon games and icebreakers / Jim Burns, general editor ; compiled by Mark Simone and Joel Lusz.

p. cm.

Includes indexes.

ISBN 978-0-8307-4635-4 (trade paper)

1.  Church group work with youth. 2.  Christian education—Activity programs.  

I. Burns, Jim. II. Simone, Mark. III. Lusz, Joel, 1958-

BV4447.U54 2008

268'.433—dc22

2008018809

All definitions are from the Merriam-Webster online dictionary. 

http://www.merriam-webster.com.

Contributors: Rick Bundschuh, Tom Finley, Matt Harrison, Matt Hoyt, John Moores, Joel Lusz

Tom Patterson, Scott Rubin, Troy Scott, Mark Simone, Kipp Smith, Jonathan Traux

Russ Van Nest, Eric and Starr Wrisley, Diana Weber-Gardner, Daiv Whaley

Caution: Please exercise due caution when using  games and icebreakers that are high activity or involve food. 

Gospel Light will not be held responsible for any injuries incurred.

Rights for publishing this book outside the U.S.A. or in non-English languages are 

administered by Gospel Light Worldwide, an international not-for-profit ministry. 

For additional information, please visit www.glww.org, email info@glww.org, or write to Gospel 

Light Worldwide, 1957 Eastman Avenue, Ventura, CA 93003, U.S.A.

Uncommon Games & Icebreakers-TX_Layout 1  3/1/12  1:24 PM  Page 2



c o nt e nt s

Introduction  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .7

A Few Essential Tips  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .8

Icons Used in this Book  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .9

GAMES

group games . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .12

1. Ankle Balloon Bash  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .13

2. Backpack Junk Contest  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .15

3. Banana Mania  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .17

Bananapolis 500 Relay . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .17

Four-Legged Banana Race . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .17

Peeling Contest . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .18

4. Been-There-Done-That Circle Game  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .19

5. Bible Treasure Hunt . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .20

6. Birdy on a Perch  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .22

7. Booty Beach Ball  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .23

8. Carnival Guessing Competition  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .24

9. Charades Relay . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .25

10. The Chicken and Chicken Hawk Game . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .27

11. Circle Soccer  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .28

12. Clothespin Connection  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .29

13. Dodgeball Games  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .30

Circle Dodgeball . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .30

Prison Dodgeball . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .30

14. Electric Fence  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .32

15. Fruit Basket . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .33

16. Fruit Relay . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .34

17. Frustration . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .35

18. Get Lost!  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .36

19. Gurning Contest  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .38

20. Hot Streak  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .39

21. Human Foosball  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .40

22. Indoor Scavenger Hunt  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .42

23. Kitchen Olympics  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .43

24. Kool-Aid Relay  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .44

25. Long Travel Games  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .45

License Plate Scrabble . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .45

Predictions Competition . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .46

Stupid Sign Spotting Contest . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .46

Travel Scavenger Hunt . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .47

26. Magazine Find . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .49

27. Mirror Maze Challenge  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .50

28. Nickname Spud  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .51

29. Pantyhose Event  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .53

Pantyhose Putt . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .53

Pantyhose with Mittens . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .54

Uncommon_Games_intr2  6/5/08  10:49 AM  Page 3



Samurai Water Balloon Fight . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .54

Three-Legged Pantyhose Race . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .54

30. Paper Plane Puzzle Contest  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .55

31. Ping-Pong Launch  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .57

32. Pin the Tail on the Bear  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .58

33. Recycling Sculptures . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .59

34. Seated Hide ’n’ Seek  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .61

35. Servant Scavenger Hunt  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .63

36. Shoe Relay  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .65

37. Signs of Nature Scavenger Hunt  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .66

38. “Sit Down If . . .”  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .67

39. Sleeping Bag Relay . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .68

40. Spin-the-Chair Name Game  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .69

41. Steal the Bacon Plus . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .71

42. Tent Relay  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .72

43. Unroll-Reroll Race  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .73

44. Volley Brawl . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .74

45. Water Wars  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .76

46. What’s Missing?  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .78

47. When We Were Young Games  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .80

Capture the Flag . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .80

Duck, Duck, Goose . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .81

Freeze Tag . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .81

Hopscotch . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .81

Kick the Can . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .81

Marco Polo . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .82

Red Rover . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .82

Ring Around the Rosy . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .82

48. Winter Water Balloons . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .83

49. You’re All It  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .84

volunteer games . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .85

1. Apple-Eating Contest  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .86

2. Baby Feeding  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .87

3. Balls and Boxes  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .88

4. Banana Split-Eating Contest  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .90

5. Banana-Eating Contest  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .91

6. Candle Shoot-Out . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .92

7. Caramel Apple-Eating Contest  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .93

8. Cartoon Creation . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .94

9. Donut Dunkin’  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .95

10. Egg Roulette  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .96

11. Eggs and Stockings Chicken Fight  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .97

12. Eggs-in-a-Bottle  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .98

13. Guys, Gloves and Pantyhose  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .99

14. Ice Fishing . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .100

15. Ketchup Race  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .101

16. Know-My-Kid Game  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .102

17. Lemonade-Eating Contest  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .105

18. Lipstick Contest  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .106

19. Oogie Boogie  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .107

20. Pass the Pie  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .108

21. Ping-Pong Bounce  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .109

Uncommon_Games_intr2  6/5/08  10:49 AM  Page 4



22. Santa Beards  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .110

23. Space Helmet  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .111

24. Stick ’Em Up . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .112

25. Sticky Dime . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .113

26. Team Skiing  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .114

27. Tootsie Dogs . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .115

28. Upside-Down Soda Contest  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .116

29. What Would You Do for a Dollar?  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .117

30. Whistle and Burp  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .118

ICEBREAKERS

crowdbreakers . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .120

1. American Hero  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .121

2. Anthology of Holey Tales  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .122

3. Bags of Fun  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .123

4. Bogus Introductions  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .124

5. Clue Stories  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .125

Fred Is Dead . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .125

The Hanging Man . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .125

A Winter Day . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .126

The Man in the Desert . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .126

Tom, Dick and Harry . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .126

6. Comb! Clean! Count!  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .127

7. Do as I Do . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .128

8. Duck, Pig, Cow . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .130

9. Find and Sign  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .131

10. Flour Power  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .133

11. Gorilla, Gun, Karate . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .134

12. Grab Groups . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .135

13. Head of Lettuce  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .136

14. Ice Cream Hunt . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .137

15. Middle Name Tags  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .138

16. My Aunt Came Back . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .139

17. Nametag Puzzle Match  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .141

18. One Match  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .142

19. Onion Toss  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .143

20. Partners  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .144

21. Roll Sharing . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .145

22. Scar Show and Tell  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .146

23. Snowball Fight  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .147

24. Sprees!  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .148

25. Toss Up  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .149

26. Touch  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .150

27. Towel Toss  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .151

28. Trains  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .152

29. Trivia Warm-Up  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .153

30. What Matches? . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .154

31. What’s Important? . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .155

32. Where I’ve Been  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .157

33. Who Am I?  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .158

34. Word of the Week  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .159

Uncommon_Games_intr2  6/5/08  10:49 AM  Page 5



community builders . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .161

1. Alternative Popularity Contest  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .162

2. An “It’s Not My Birthday!” Birthday  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .167

3. Curriculum Creations . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .168

4. Email Prayer List  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .170

5. Freshmen No More  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .171

6. GiG  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .173

7. Gratitude Pictures  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .174

8. Human Bingo  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .175

9. Indoor Campout  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .178

10. Let Us Bake Bread Together  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .180

11. Lost Civilization  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .181

12. Love Songs . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .183

13. Monument Reminders . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .185

14. Room-Sized Diary  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .187

15. Round Table Roulette  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .189

16. Secret ID . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .196

17. Seven Stations Mixer  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .197

18. Small-Group Questions  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .199

19. Special Interest Groups . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .200

20. Your Eulogy . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .202

Topical Guide  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .203

Preparation Times  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .207

Uncommon_Games_intr2  6/5/08  10:49 AM  Page 6



7

i nt r o du c t i o n

Let’s face it, most of us are on the lookout for fresh ways to get our youth
groups interacting and having fun. This resource not only gives you some
of the finest ideas in games and icebreakers known in the youth world, but
it is also laid out in the easiest format that I’ve ever seen!

This resource is divided into easy-to-use categories with icons that tell
you instantly how much time you need to prepare, how much cleanup is
involved, and even what the gross factor is! We also have an index at the
back that gives a brief description of each game so that you don’t have to
read the whole game to get a quick picture. And to make things easy on
you when you’re in a hurry, we’ve devised an index that tells you immedi-
ately how much preparation time each activity takes so that when you don’t
have much time, you know exactly which games or icebreakers to go to
and which page they are on.  

But this book is not just about fun and games. When a youth group
experiences enjoyable times together, the students will be ready to study
the Word and participate in the church to a greater extent. So here’s to a
good time, even at church!

—Jim Burns

7
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a few essential tips

adapt

Read the material, and then ask yourself, How can I use this with my group?
What should I add? What should I take away? How can it be adapted for our group?
In other words, change it to fit your students. Change the language. Update
the material. Use the right props and costumes. Adjust. Alter. Tailor-make.
Custom-fit. Modify. Adapt! 

use props and costumes 

Budget some money for buying costuming paraphernalia—dresses, hats,
boots, jackets, purses, wigs, oversized clothes, telephones, musical instru-
ments, drums, eyeglasses, sports equipment, and so forth. Ask church
members to donate discards or leftovers from garage sales. You’d be amazed
at how many good skit props you can buy at thrift stores, 99¢ stores and
at garage sales with little money. If you’re going to do a cowboy skit, get
cowboy hats, boots, holsters, vests and whatever else. Make it more real,
yet outrageous. Something about putting on costumes helps students
loosen up and get into the spirit of the fun. 

swallow your pride 

If you can’t be a fool for Christ, then whose fool are you? Go ahead and
put on the makeup, get hit in the face with a pie, and put mustard under
your arms. Who cares! This is how walls are broken down and relation-
ships are built. Set an example of fun for your students. Go for it! 

keep a record

Have you ever wondered if you have already done a skit or played a game
or given a message to the group you’re meeting with today? We have tried
to make recordkeeping as simple and convenient as possible. Next to each
activity, message or skit you use, write the date and with which group it
was used. You can also jot down notes for new ideas or suggestions for
adaptations or improvements. 
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icons used in this book

number

This refers to the number of people who can generally participate in
the game or icebreaker. This typically ranges from small groups
(less than 10 people) to medium-sized groups (between 10 to 30
people) to any-sized group (more than 30 people).

prep time

This indicates the amount of setup and preparation needed for the
game or icebreaker, such as the time needed for measuring, draw-
ing, cooking, and so forth. This does not include the time required
for gathering or shopping for the materials needed.

time required

This is the approximate time the activity takes, including the time
allotted for giving directions and forming teams, if necessary.
(Note: All times are based on semi-cooperative kids.)

playing fields

Some activities work best indoors, some work best outdoors, and
some work just as well either way. If there is a special requirement
for the game or icebreaker (such as a game that requires snow), it
will be listed here as well.

activity levels

This indicates the physical activity level required by the partici-
pants. This will typically range from low activity (involves little
movement—students generally stay in their seats) to moderate
activity (some walking or movement) to high activity (lots of run-
ning, movement and noise).
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cleanup

Before deciding to do a game or icebreaker, it is always a good idea
to know how much cleanup will be involved at the end of the event.
Cleanup ranges from none to slight  (a little messy—you will need a
towel and sponge) to moderate (a multi-toweler with sponges) to
heavy (get out the hose and shovels!).

gross factor

This indicates the degree of yuck in the game or icebreaker. Gross
factor ranges from none to slight to moderate to disgusting!
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G A M E S

ggaammee \gam\ n 11 aa : activity engaged in for diversion or amusement: PLAY. 22 aa : ((11)) A physical

or mental competition conducted according to rules with the participants in direct oppo-

sition to each other. ((22)) A division of a larger contest. ((33)) Any activity undertaken or re-

garded as a contest involving rivalry, strategy or struggle.

Games aren’t just a fun way to fill time. They have a purpose. Games can build a stronger group
and help develop friendships. They put the seriousness of life on hold and give students oppor-
tunities to let off steam. 

The following games have been divided into two categories. Group Games are games in which
everyone can participate. Volunteer Games, on the other hand, are games in which a few students
volunteer to participate while the rest of the group watches. Most of the Volunteer Games have
a surprise for at least one of the suckers . . . I mean participants. These may appear to the stu-
dents to be spontaneous, even though you have taken the time to prepare them. Either way, your
students are going to have a great time!
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Group Games

ggrroouupp \grüp\ n 11 : a number of individuals assembled together or 

having some unifying relationship. 
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ankle balloon bash

This game works best in a large room or gymnasium. 

materials needed

String or narrow gift-wrapping ribbon
Several pairs of scissors
Lots of balloons, at least one for each person

how to play

Provide players with about a three-foot length of string and one balloon. Tell
them to blow up their balloons as large as possible (without popping). Then
have the players remove their shoes and tie one end of the string to the bal-
loon and the other end to their ankles. The object of the game is to have each
student try to pop the other students’ balloons without having his or her
own balloon popped. When a person’s balloon is popped, he or she cannot
pop any more balloons and must leave the playing area and sit down. The last
person standing with a balloon still around his or her ankle wins.

team variation

Divide students into two teams. Have the two teams line up across from
each other on opposite sides of the room. Then, at your signal, have both
teams run across the room to the other side. While they are running across
the room, they will try to pop as many balloons as possible. Each person
whose balloon is popped is out and must sit down. The last player with an
unpopped balloon wins for the team.

Another variation for team play requires making a center dividing line
down the middle of the playing area. There also needs to be a designated goal
on opposite sides of the room. One team will arrange itself by having its
members spread out on their side of the playing area while the other team is
selecting a raider. When both teams are ready, the raiding team sends its
raider to run across to the other side of the playing area. 

13

gross factor: nnoonnee

cleanup: mmooddeerraattee

activity level: hhiigghh

prep time: 11--55 mmiinnuutteess

number: 1155--5500 ppeeooppllee

time required: 1155--3300 mmiinnuutteess

playing field: iinnddoooorr//oouuttddoooorr
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The raider will try to stomp on as many of the opposing team’s bal-
loons as he or she can, while the opposition will try to stomp on the raider’s
balloon. Anyone whose balloon was popped is out of the game. If the
raider makes it to the designated goal on the other side of the playing area
without losing his or her balloon, he or she is safe and can either stay there
or walk back to his or her team without being accosted. If the raider’s bal-
loon is popped, then he or she is out of play and sits down. The first team
to lose all of its balloons is the loser. 

other variations

Î Guys vs. girls 

Î Adults vs. students 

Î Play this in total darkness or with a strobe light on 

14
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•More than 135 ways to bring
the fun and build relationships

•Includes CD-ROM with
reproducible instructions for
every activity

•Tips on props and costumes
and suggestions for adapting
games to your group

•Every activity shows prep
time, cleanup level, group size
and gross factor

•Icons make it easy to select
the ideal game for any event

•All activities are indexed by
description and prep time for
easy reference

•Edited by Jim Burns, one of
today’s leading authorities
on youth

As every good youth leader knows, games aren’t just a fun way
to fill the time—they are also a way to bring teens together to
share laughter and life. The right activity builds a stronger group
with deep and lasting friendships, and in Uncommon Games and
Icebreakers, veteran youth minister Jim Burns brings together
more than 135 activities that will help you connect your students . . .
and bring the fun!

These activities have been field-tested in youth groups across the
country and are proven to bridge the gaps between teens, helping
them to get to know one another through good, clean (sometimes
messy) fun. Each activity has clear instructions as well as estimates
from the pros on prep time, cleanup level and “gross” factor.
Bring the fun to youth meetings, Sunday School classes, retreats,
staff meetings, parent nights, camps, lock-ins and outreach programs,
and watch relationships thrive.

RELIGION/Christian Ministry/Youth

JIM BURNS, Ph.D., president of HomeWord, is the
host of HomeWord with Jim Burns, which features
daily and weekly radio programs. Since 1985,
HomeWord has been assisting parents and churches
worldwide through radio, resources, seminars and

the Web at www.homeword.com. Jim is the author of many
resources, including Confident Parenting book and kit,
Creating an Intimate Marriage book and kit (also available 
in audio CD), Addicted to God, One Life and Uncommon 
Youth Ministry. He writes monthly columns for
Ignite Your Faith magazine and Simply Youth 
Ministry newsletter and website. He and his
wife, Cathy, and their three daughters live in 
Southern California.

Hit the ground running with a complete 

package of proven and effective materials for 

Junior High and High School ministries!

general editor
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